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What is 
an OER?

Untitled image by Hermann on Pixabay / 
Available under a Pixabay license

Quiz!

https://pixabay.com/photos/books-education-school-literature-683901/
https://pixabay.com/users/hermann-130146/
https://pixabay.com/
https://pixabay.com/service/license/


Open Educational Resources are teaching, learning 
and research materials in any medium – digital or 

otherwise – that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an open license that permits 

no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by 
others with no or limited restrictions.

Source: (UNESCO, n.d.)
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https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oer


Open Educational Resources are...
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PERMISSIONSFREE
+

Sources: (Allen via The Association 
for Learning Technology's YouTube 
channel, 2017) & (Wiley, n.d.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBpLQNsAj_g&t=68m30s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBpLQNsAj_g&t=68m30s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBpLQNsAj_g&t=68m30s
http://opencontent.org/definition/


Open Educational Resources are...
5

5R
Permissions

● Retain
● Reuse
● Revise
● Remix
● Redistribute

FREE
● Of cost
● Of access 

barriers

+

Sources: (Allen via The Association 
for Learning Technology's YouTube 
channel, 2017) & (Wiley, n.d.) 

+ +Digital or 
print

Quiz!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBpLQNsAj_g&t=68m30s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBpLQNsAj_g&t=68m30s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBpLQNsAj_g&t=68m30s
http://opencontent.org/definition/


Quiz Question Review
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You want to make your lecture slides accessible beyond your course. Which 
method would you choose?

1. Post them on Moodle for students to redistribute

2. Post them on a freely accessible website with an open license

3. Post them on Moodle with an open license

4. Post them to an open access repository with an open license

5. Unsure

Quiz!
Quiz!

Quiz!



Quiz Question Review
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You’re using an electronic journal article from the library’s collection as a 
required reading for your course. Would this item be an:

1. OER

2. Not an OER

3. Unsure



Components of OER & Free Resources
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Material Type Openly 
Licensed

Freely Available Modifiable?

OER Yes Yes Yes

Free online resources 
under all rights 
reserved copyright

No Yes No

Non-open access 
materials available 
through the library

No Yes (but only to current 
students & faculty)

No

Open access materials 
& monographs

Yes Yes Maybe (may use a Creative 
Commons No Derivatives 
condition in its licence)

This table is a derivative work of Elder, A. (2019). Table 1: Components of an OER. In The OER starter kit. Iowa State 
University Digital Press. https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/chapter/introduction/

https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/chapter/introduction/


OER 
Examples

Untitled photo by trail on Unsplash / Available 
under an Unsplash  license

https://unsplash.com/photos/hGVk7r40q4k
https://unsplash.com/@trails
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/license


Open Textbook Examples
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Principles of Social Psychology - 
American open textbook available 

via Open Textbook Library 
(University of Minnesota) 

Principles of Social Psychology: 1st International Edition - 
International version of the textbook via eCampusOntario’s 

open library

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/principles-of-social-psychology
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=2315100c-2ede-4bb2-adf3-c9b95ba689c6


Open Ancillary Examples
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Ancillaries for Principles 
of Social Psychology: 1st 
International Edition - 
includes PPT slides & 

question bank

Ancillaries for Canadian 
History: 

Pre-Confederation - 
includes video content, 
as well as editable video 

files

Open Case Studies at 
UBC - Cases have a 

sustainability focus & 
cover wide range of 

subjects 

https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=2315100c-2ede-4bb2-adf3-c9b95ba689c6
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=2315100c-2ede-4bb2-adf3-c9b95ba689c6
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=2315100c-2ede-4bb2-adf3-c9b95ba689c6
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=68541a57-5c8b-47fc-9e0f-288faecb72a0
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=68541a57-5c8b-47fc-9e0f-288faecb72a0
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/catalogue/item/?id=68541a57-5c8b-47fc-9e0f-288faecb72a0
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/case-studies/
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/case-studies/


Open Module Examples
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Excelsior Online Writing Lab - University-level 
open modules on writing, research, academic 

integrity, & more 

eCampusOntario’s H5P Studio - Interactive modules 
from Ontario university & college faculty

https://owl.excelsior.edu/
https://h5pstudio.ecampusontario.ca/


Open Image & Media Examples
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Art Images for College 
Teaching - An art image 

collection for teaching & 
research from University of 

Michigan Library

Smithsonian Open Access 
- Access to almost 3 

million digital 2D and 3D 
images from their 

collections

Wikimedia Commons - 
Over 60+ million images, 

sound clips, & videos 

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/a/aict
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/a/aict
https://www.si.edu/openaccess
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


Open Resources for Designing Teaching Materials
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Slides Carnival - Openly 
licensed PPT and Google Slide 

deck themes

Flat Icon - Openly licensed 
icons

Unsplash - Openly 
licensed high-quality 

photography

https://www.slidescarnival.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://unsplash.com/


Getting Started with Your Search
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YorkU Libraries’ Open Educational Resources guide includes links to open 
textbook, open course material, and open image/media repositories

https://researchguides.library.yorku.ca/c.php?g=701600&p=4986041


OER 
Benefits

Untitled photo by Jess Bailey on Unsplash / 
Available under an Unsplash  license

https://unsplash.com/photos/l3N9Q27zULw
https://unsplash.com/@jessbailey
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/license


Student Perspectives on Textbooks
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Source: (Santa Ana College, 2017)

As you watch this video clip, 
think about the following 
questions:

1. What barriers did this 
student face?

2. How did OER help him 
overcome these barriers?

3. Do you see York students 
facing similar barriers?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ6mTgQxG7A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ6mTgQxG7A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ6mTgQxG7A&feature=youtu.be


Textbook Costs for Students - U.S. Perspective
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Table: “Increase in Textbook Prices” by David Ernst, the Open Textbook 
Network, is licensed CC BY 4.0. Data source: Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Image from Elder, A. (2019). Table 1: Components of an OER. In The OER starter kit. Iowa State 
University Digital Press. https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/chapter/introduction/

https://www.cehd.umn.edu/people/dernst/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-2006.htm
https://iastate.pressbooks.pub/oerstarterkit/chapter/introduction/


Textbook Costs for Students - Canadian Perspective
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Research from Jhangiani & Jhangiani (2017) shows that students 
surveyed from 12 post-secondary institutions in B.C. also struggle 
with course material costs. 

● 54% of respondents had not purchased at least one required 
course textbook

● 27% had taken fewer courses because of textbook costs

● 26% had dropped or withdrawn from a course

● 30% had earned a poorer grade

(Jhangiani, Dastur, Le Grand, & Penner, 2018)

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3012
https://doi.org/10.5206/cjsotl-rcacea.2018.1.5


The Cost of a YorkU Undergrad
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Source: (York University, n.d.)

https://futurestudents.yorku.ca/tuition


Exploring OER Benefits to Faculty
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Source: (MyBayCollege, 2017)

As you watch this video clip, 
think about the following 
questions:

1. What are some of the key 
benefits faculty 
experienced?

2. How did these benefits 
positively impact 
students?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xmuCMRpVuUI


Improve 
Student 

Experience: 
Phase One

By using pre-existing OER, you can:

● Increase equitable access for students by 
providing access to course learning materials 
from the first day of classes

● Select OER that have been peer reviewed by 
experts in your field

● Explore reviews and annotations that provide 
more in-depth knowledge of the OER

(Daly & Banner, 2018)
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https://innovate.suny.edu/sunyoercommunitycourse/understanding-oer/leveraging-the-benefits-of-oer/


Improve 
Student 

Experience: 
Phase Two
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By adapting & creating OER, you can:

● Save time and energy by revising / remixing 
existing OER for your specific teaching 
context

● Tailor and/or create OER to fit the specific 
context of your course by:

○ Localizing the content

○ Adding more diverse examples that 
speak to YorkU students

○ Addressing current issues 

(Daly & Banner, 2018)

https://innovate.suny.edu/sunyoercommunitycourse/understanding-oer/leveraging-the-benefits-of-oer/


Conclusion

Today we’ve covered:

1. What is an Open Educational Resource (OER)?

2. Examples of OER

3. Benefits to faculty & students

24

Next Steps:

● Complete Building Block Activity One

● Complete our evaluation form 



Slide Theme, 
Images, & 

Screen Shot
Credits

● Presentation template by 
SlidesCarnival available under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International license

● Images & photos from Unsplash & 
Pixabay

● Screenshots taken by S. Quail in May 
2020
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://unsplash.com/&utm_source=slidescarnival
https://pixabay.com/
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